I
a m b o t h s a d and proud to be writing this essay in tribute to my friend and colleague Peter Banks, who died in July after a struggle with colon cancer. I first came across Peter when he was running the American Diabetes Association's publications and posting regularly to LIBLICenSe as part of its ongoing open access debate. I was immediately struck by his intelligence, passion, grasp of nuance, and wit. In the years of our friendship, I came to see that these four qualities were at the heart of his essence.
In reading Peter's posts, it was immediately clear what a strong advocate he was for his readers. He cared fiercely that those in need of research, data, and opinions related to diabetes be able to get their hands on it without delay or struggle. For example, under Peter's leadership the ADA invested significant resources into "translating" academic findings into language understandable to the average diabetes sufferer. To Peter, the Open Access movement sometimes oversimplified the subtle considerations that went into association publishing. He was unafraid and unashamed to call out the very real costs of government-mandated dissemination, as well as what he saw as the limited returns such advocacy would reap. His manner in doing so was equal parts common sense, unassailable logic, and humor. It was once suggested on one listserv that society publishers often receive subscriptions from scholars interested in their journal's content but not necessarily supportive of the society's overall mission, and that this was akin to taxation without representation. Peter's response provides a good snapshot of his style. "A subscription is not a tax; it a choice to purchase information," he wrote. "You might as well make the argument that buying any Kraft product is a tax that forces you to support Philip Morris and, by extension, cigarette smoking. You have a choice: don't buy anything that's part of the Phillip Morris empire, and don't buy Diabetes if you feel that the ADA empire is guilty of something (like suppressing what you might see as the truth of low-carb dieting). Start your own journal of Low-Carbohydrate Science if you wish and if OA is as easy as you believe; no one is forcing you to buy Diabetes."
To focus on a single issue or position does not do Peter Banks justice, however. Long before we met, Peter was gracious enough to strike up an ongoing email correspondence with me, a relative novice in the space some 15 years his junior. We talked about all sorts of matters related to scholarly publishing. I had some grand ideas for how to facilitate broader, faster dissemination. Like any good mentor, Peter always validated my enthusiasm but offered unflinching constructive criticism of my ideas and my approach. I remember talking to him about a big plan I had to align all the world's scholarly publishers within a grand common postprints service. He told me that it was a great idea, that he would be first in line with the ADA to support it, but that the challenges it faced were likely insurmountable. Then he told me why this was so, and how we might work together to see if we could prove him wrong. We did do the work, and it turned out he was right. But through the process I learned a great deal about hypothesis testing, coalition building, and distilling concepts down to their core benefits. Peter's patience and guidance served as the catalyst for that lesson.
It was some time before Peter and I got together face-to-face, and when we did it was in the Francis Marion Hotel's lobby. What better place to meet scholarly publishing's Dorothy Parker than in our equivalent of the Algonquin Round Table? We were scheduled to talk for fifteen minutes but sat for ninety instead. Much of the time was filled with breezy back and forth many miles away from the scholarly publishing realm. Peter was a runner, as am I. While he was a long-time east coaster, he retained a special affinity for the Bay Area, my home. He also was a bit of a political junkie, another interest we shared. It is a great blessing in life when you can find professional colleagues who so easily become personal friends. Peter fit the bill.
Over the ensuing years our paths continued to cross. In 2006, when Peter's tenure at the American Diabetes Association was drawing to a close, I tried unsuccessfully to lure him to The Berkeley electronic Press, my employer at the time. His commitment to his family -his wife's psychotherapy practice, his children's final high school years -simply took precedence over a job he was otherwise excited to pursue. Shortly thereafter, we both jumped the fence and became independent consultants. We enjoyed exchanging war stories when we got together at last year's Charleston Conference. I had invited Peter to speak on a panel about upcoming developments in the space. His presentation, entitled "Everything I Know about Scholarly Publishing's Future I Learned from iTunes," showcased his typical mix of intelligence, passion, grasp of nuance, and wit. In it, he argued that iTunes provides a great model for the successful online distribution of information. He managed to inject wry and spot-on references to the Free Culture Manifesto, Coldplay, Ralph nader, the national Hockey League, and Tower Records in order to further his premise. I left the session having jotted down several pages of notes and bursting with ideas. Peter had that effect on people.
When Peter was diagnosed with cancer this spring, he began keeping an online Caring Bridge journal. More than anything I could write, these entries speak to his character, his values, and his spark. I am proud to have had Peter Banks as a friend, and sorry to have lost him so soon. And speaking of Margaret Landesman <margaret.landesman@utah.edu>, she is traveling with her husband Bruce in Europe and just wrote from Krakow! She was enthralled by the Jagiellonian University Library and wanted to do an interview but that didn't happen … yet! Anyway, curious, I went to … Wikipedia (sorry all you naysayers out there) and learned that in "1491 Copernicus enrolled at the Kraków Academy http://en.wikipedia. org/wiki/Jagiellonian_University (now Jagiellonian University), where he probably first encountered astronomy with the professor Albert Brudzewski http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Brudzewski. This science soon fascinated him, and he began compiling a large library of books on the subject. Copernicus' library was later carried off as war booty by the Swedes, during "The Deluge" http://en.wikipedia. org/wiki/The_Deluge_%28Polish_history%29 and is now housed in the Uppsala University Library http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uppsala_University_Library." Gosh! What you don't learn out there on the Web! en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jagiellonian_Univer-sity We interrupt this rumorscast for an important announcement -Cris Ferguson's <cris. ferguson@furman.edu> and husband John Larkin's baby is here! He came 12 days early. Yes, it's a HE! They were expecting a little girl but -surprise! Cullen Fredric Larkin 
Remembering Peter Banks from page 8
was born at 1:01 pm on Tuesday, August 28th and weighed 7 lbs, 8 oz. Cullen is a Gaelic name that means handsome and, appropriately, Cullen has plenty of beautiful blond hair. We will be excited to see Cullen (and his adoring parents) in Charleston in November! And an exciting announcement from the Addlestone Library at the College of Charleston! The Special Collections department has acquired a 1502 Aldine first edition of Herodotus' Histories. Considered by many to be the first great prose writer of western civilization history, Herodotus documented the origins of the Greco-Persian wars, which took place in 490 and 480-79 BC. This Aldine edition is the first printing of Herodotus in the original Greek and one of only 25 in existence. Being of Greek extraction myself, I was fascinated to see it "in person" and to try to read some of it! Hoo-ha! www.cofc.edu/~library/friendsofthelibrary Royal Swets & Zeitlinger's current group of shareholders have agreed to sell 100% of the shares in the company for an undisclosed amount to the Dutch-based investment firm gilde with participation from Swets' executive management. After several consecutive years of very strong performance, and seeing the company well positioned for long term growth, the current shareholders of Royal Swets & Zeitlinger decided earlier this year to sell their equity holdings. "We are immensely impressed with how Arie Jongejan, Swets' CEO, and his team turned the company around to its current state of robust financial health", said Roelof Prins of nPM Capital, one of Swets' major institutional shareholders. Boudewijn Molenaar is the Managing Director of gilde Buy Out Partners. As we all know, Swets builds on more than 100 years of experience and has more than twenty offices around the world. gilde Buy Out Partners has funds under management in excess of EUR 1.0 billion. It is a mid-market buy-out investor with a geographical focus on the Benelux, Germany, France, and Switzerland. 
